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Homeless in the United States


The United States of America is a rich country compared to other countries around the world; however, the United States is not immune to problems such as poverty and hunger. Many Americans pass homeless people on the street every day. People may look at the homeless population as mostly middle-aged males with an alcohol abuse problem. When in reality, this portion of the homeless population is the shrinking number of homeless people. Although Americans may see homeless people sleeping in bus stations or in state parks, they do not see the majority of the homeless population.


Most Americans do not see homelessness as a large problem facing our country. They do not realize the growing number of homeless people. Many Americans do not consider families and children when they think of homeless people. They think of middle-aged people who made a decision somewhere which put them in this situation. “However, the fastest growing group of homeless persons in the United States is children under the age of eighteen.” The majority of the homeless families are headed by women with more than one child. These children are spending their most critical years without a permanent home. (Dynamics of Homelessness, The--National Academy of Sciences Report)


There are many reasons why these people became homeless. Some homeless persons got this way because of low-paying jobs and high rent prices. Some of them have a substance abuse problem. Some may have illnesses and health problems. ”Approximately one-third of all homeless people show symptoms of mental illness.” One of the most common mental illnesses in homeless people is schizophrenia causing many people to remain homeless. (Dynamics of Homelessness, The--National Academy of Sciences Report)


There are a number of children going through school today with their grades being the least of their worries. They and their families are bounced from one institution to another, changing in and out of schools, making it nearly impossible to keep friends. When these children meet new friends at school, they are often embarrassed to tell them about their situation. Some of the children's parents place them with family members or friends to help maintain some regularity in the children's lives. They attempt to save these children in hopes that they will have a more “normal” life. For the children growing up homeless, it is very hard to maintain decent grades while going to school. With whole families sleeping in the same room, studying and homework are somewhat difficult. Schools which the homeless children attend are often completely unaware of the situations these families are in and therefore the school does not make any effort to offer support. (O'Grady) 

People sometimes think that homelessness is an over-exaggerated problem. They do not see the growing number of homeless Americans. Approximately three million and five-hundred thousand Americans currently experience homelessness this year. However, instead of focusing on numbers of homeless persons, we should focus more on how to abolish homelessness. While more of our money goes overseas to help fight hunger and starvation in other countries, we have a growing number of people becoming homeless in our own country. We should take a portion of this money and let it help fight the growing hunger and homeless epidemic in our own country. The richest country in the world should not see the number of homeless people increasing; we should instead see it decreasing. Many Americans walk right by homeless people every day and do nothing about it. If we intend to keep our country the richest in the world, then we need to not turn a blind eye to this growing problem. There are people near starvation while others are out super-sizing their meals. Part of the problem lies with the citizens themselves. We need to stop seeing this as someone else's problem and begin to see it as our problem. (Shaft)


Whose fault is this? Should the people who are homeless be at fault? Should we blame the employees with their sub-par wages? Does the problem lie with over-charged rental properties? What is the root of the problem and how can we as a society help reduce these growing numbers. There are shelters around the country, but as these shelters see an increase of families in need, they are constantly running out of space. 


There are many organizations trying to do their part in the struggle against homelessness. These places include churches, food banks, charities, and homeless shelters. There are also other agencies that engage in temporary relief for homeless people. Although some of the shelters dealing with large populations of the homeless are helping, there is often insufficient room and beds. 


Increasingly in America, private foundations and organizations are stepping in to help cover the need that the government fails to account for. Most charities are reporting budget shortfalls due to the government cutting their funding and resources. (Shaft)


It is encouraging to see many Americans working to prevent homelessness by lending a helping hand and helping homeless people get back on their feet. However, if we want to see this problem dramatically reduced, we need to have everyone involved. We all need help in the fight against hunger and homelessness in the beautiful and rich United States of America. 
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