EXPLAINING AN ISSUE
English 1001-127 • J. West
Your Writing Task: For this assignment, you are to create an essay of 4-5 pages in which you explain an issue to other LSU students, presenting information from a variety of sources and from a variety of viewpoints. At the end of your essay, students should have the facts they need to make an informed decision about the issue.
Your Topic: Because I believe that you produce better writing when you care about your subject, we will work together as a class to develop a list of workable topics for this essay, and you will choose a topic from that list. As you are thinking about possible topics, remember that the essay must be objective, which means devoid of your opinion. It is wise to stay away from topics that you feel particularly strongly about, as it will be difficult to present the “other” side in a balanced manner. I, for example, would not do well writing an essay in which I had to explain why some writing teachers focus heavily on correctness and never on critical thinking or ideas.
Your Research: Because this issue will be one that you know little or nothing about initially, you will have to gather your information from outside sources. We will discuss research skills and evaluation of sources in class. As a step in the process, I will ask you to produce a research report, in which you summarize the sources you plan to use. This exercise will help to ensure that you have enough information to work with. We will work towards proper documentation of sources throughout this unit.

What I’ll Be Looking For:

· A Focused Issue: The issue should be narrow enough to be adequately explained in 4-5 pages. You should also let the reader know precisely what you intend to cover. 

· Appeal to Reader’s Interest: Find a way to engage your reader in your subject. Why should your reader care about this issue?

· Amount and Adequacy of Information: Here is the kicker. If you don’t have enough information, you won’t be able to explain the issue adequately. It’s as simple as that. Make sure that your information is clear—define any terms the reader might be unfamiliar with—and specific. Give the reader enough details to understand the facets of the issue fully.

· Objectivity: You do not want to be arguing a particular position in this paper. Rather, you want to give a report of information that the reader will be able to trust. 

· Organization: You want to create a logical and forceful progression of ideas, strong transitions between points, and unified paragraphs. Your essay should be arranged by topic, NOT by source. 

· Clarity: Help your reader here. Make the essay easy to read and understand.

· Careful Use of Sources: You will want to interact effectively with your sources, using paraphrase, quotation, and summary appropriately, and citing the sources according to the appropriate format.

· Style and Conventions: At this point in the semester, you should be getting the hang of this grammar thing. Your essay should read cleanly and fluidly. 
