HOW TO RESPOND TO YOUR GROUP MEMBERS’ ESSAYS:

In this workshop, I’d like for us to focus primarily on ideas and development. I want to see you push each other to develop vivid and informative profiles. Read the essays critically and carefully, thinking all the while about what would make this essay one you wouldn’t be surprised to see in a newspaper or magazine.

Here are your instructions:

· Do not correct mechanical errors! If you notice a problem that occurs throughout the paper, you may comment on it (for example, you might recommend that the writer go back and check for subject-verb agreement or incorrectly used commas), but your job is not to proofread the paper. You are a reviewer, which means you are primarily concerned with the big picture of the essay. 

· Read for a first impression. Think about whether the essay presents one specific subject from a particular angle. Write a letter to the writer, addressing the following prompts.

· After reading through once, try to answer the following questions: What is the specific focus of the essay? What is the dominant impression?

· Now, go back through the essay, and see if you can identify the organizational structure. Give each paragraph a title, based on what you think that paragraph is about. If it seems to be about more than one main idea, make a note of that. Mark any paragraph or sentence that seems to stray away from the focused topic or dominant impression. Comment in the letter to the writer about this feature; does the essay have an organizational structure that is clear and not chronological?
· Next, think about the vivid presentation. Do you have a clear picture in your mind of the subject the writer is trying to portray? Make note of any details that seem especially good and concrete. Also note any details which need more elaboration. Try to ask questions to help the writer see where she might need to be more specific or add more information. Do you have all the information you need to see this person/place clearly? What details are missing? What are you left wondering about?

· At the end of the essay, give the writer your final thoughts. Point out what you think the writer has done best (keeping in mind the basic features of the essay) and what he could do better. Remember, helpful comments are constructive, not merely encouraging. I don’t want you to demolish the writer’s self-esteem, but think about the comments you hope to get from your reviewer. You want to help each other make the essays better, not simply make each other feel good!
· Bring the essay and your comments to your conference. Be prepared to talk through your suggestions with us, and then to give your marked-up essay and letter of comments to the writer.
