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Tomodachi News

Tomodachi Activities
and Events

The Disney Martial Arts Festival
Jacob Victor

This month Tomodachi held its biggest
tournament of the year. The Disney
Martial Arts Festival Judo Competition.
Thistournament was held the 22nd to
the 24th of October. The turnout for
Tomodachi was great, we are very
happy that people went up to compete.
Whether it was your 1st or 50th
tournament everyone did great.

Tomodachi dominated the kata
competition getting tons of medalsin 6
different katas. Jacob Victor and Ashley
Levitz, gold medalist in the Nage-No-
Kata competition say that "there was a
great turnout for Kata" and enjoyed
competing againg the other great kata
teams. Scott Huitt and Hans Vogt,

Now we can't forget about the Shiai
competition,13 year old, Karyna
Martinez, asilver medalist had tons of
fun and "cant wait to go back again next
year". Garret Corbo, 15, arapidly
growing and very active member of
Tomodachi, also did very well in both
kata and shiai.

Thistournament could not be possible
without the help of the volunteers. We
had many willing volunteers from
Tomodachi that were ahuge part in
hel ping with this tournament. Kimberly
Glover, a supportive judo mom and
volunteer table worker is proud of her
sons, Devin and Dugtin, and was glad
the tournament ran smoothly.

Thank you to everyone who was a part
of the wonderful tournament and
congratulation to all competitors. We
appreciate al the hard work and effort
everyone has contributed.

medalist in 3 different katas together did
an amazing job. Aswell asMindy,
Michelle, Heather, Garret, and Amanda.

Hans Vogt

| would like to add some more notes
and observationsto the Disney Martial
Arts Festival.



Not only Tomodachi players competed
in the Kata part of the Event. Teams
from Central Florida Judo and Jujitsu
under sensei " Dancing Bear” Bill
Andreas competed and placed well. In
addition, ateam of three playersfrom
Denton Judo Club in Texas made a
good showing in multiple Kata
disciplines. All in al, there were 22
Kata teams competing in eight Kata
disciplines, anumber comparable with
other big national events.

Registration went smoothly with the

I -
Team Tomodachi at the Sunshine
State Gamesin Tallahassee (June
19, 2004)

help of al volunteers. Specia thanks
also to Juan Rodriguez from CFJJ. Juan
improved a software application for
tournament entries and pairing. Setting
up pairing took less than one hour, and
manual intervention was only necessary
in afew cases. With the help of this
program the tournament started on time.

Many thanks go to the tournament
officials, judges and referees. They kept
the tournament running smoothly. The

Judo event ended around 3 pm on
Saturday, giving everybody a chance to
freshen up and do some sightseeing
before the Grand Show in the evening.

Tomodachi presented the new
demonstration team under the lead of
Scott sensei on the main stage. The Judo
demo dicited Oh’sand Ah’sfrom the
crowd, who are used to see the more
ballet like performances of the other
martial arts.

Demo Team Action =




News from the
Board of Directors

Hans Vogt

Meetings of the Tomodachi Board of
Directorsare normally held on the
second Saturday of any month in the
Community Center in Boca Raton after
regular class.

Board meetings are open to all
Tomodachi members and their families.
Active members and especially parents
and older teenagers are encouraged to
participate in these meetings, find out
what is happening with the club, and get
involved. Remember, it's your club!

Board meeting on October 9, 2004
This most recent monthly meeting of
the Board of Directors was mainly
dealing with the Disney Martial Arts
Festival.

The tournament went smoothly as
planned and outlined in the previous
newsletter. The contributions at the
beginning of this newdetter give a
summary of the tournament. Recounting
the organizational details after the fact
is deemed not necessary to the editor.

Florida Judo, Inc. News

Florida Judo, Inc. Board of directors
implemented changes: Thetreasurer
Henry Saavedraresigned from this
position, the new treasurer is Ms.
Campo of Miami. After many years of
giving most of hisfreetimeto Florida
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Judo since 1995, David Elliswas
removed from his function as
Registration Chairperson. New
chairperson is Raul Cruz.

Rhadi Ferguson, a 2004 Olympian, who
now livesin Florida, has been appointed
Director of Operations.

The changein the board appointments
opened arift between the board and the
membership. A meeting is planned on
December 4 for al Florida Judo coaches
to discuss the future of Judo, and pull all
three organizations together.

Martia Arts
Definitions

Aikido: A martid art, which allows you
to defeat your enemy without hurting
him. Unless of course, he does not
know, how to ukemi in which case he
has his wrigt broken in about 20 places.
Taekwon do: An unusua martial art
that relies on itsfollowers to have the
flexibility of a professional ballet
dancer.

Tai chi chuan: Another unusual art that
promises ultimate power from moving
very sowly for many years. The
drawback is that by thetime you
develop the ultimate power you are
close to death anyway.

Karate: "Empty hand" or "Chinahand."
The primary purpose of thisart isthe
destruction of wood and other natural

products. Karate people enjoy pain; this
is shown by their habit of fighting with
their fists on their hips.
Kung fu: A generic term for amgjority
of the Chinese martial arts. Many of
these artsinvolve the emulation of
animals. Many students of Pray Mantis
spend years attempting to obtain the
other 4 legs while students of Monkey
Kung-fu tend to find themselves being
carted off by men in white lab coats.
Judo: "Gentleway." A Japanese art
where grown men roll around cuddling
each other without apparently doing any
damage.
Jujitsu: A lot like judo except that these
boys liketoinflict dightly more
damage. They are often heard saying

: _ "You gottaabig
mouth".
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Lettersto
the Editor

Hans Vogt

Dear members,
parents and friends
of Tomodachi:

With this Newsletter we are trying to
keep you informed on current events,
board meetings and decisions, club
activities, and successes of our players
in tournaments.

All readers areinvited to contribute to
this Newd etter. Please contact me at
mailto:havog2001@yahoo.com.




