“In My Lifetime”

The title of this series of prints is not simply a statement of fact.  For me personally it has a special significance.  I was born in 1924 in London, England and in 1939, the year WWII began, I was 14 and a very rebellious teenager.  There were frequent disputes with my father about the state the world was in: about the 30’s, about poverty, The Depression, anti-Semitism, and WWI and its aftermath and the mess my parent’s generation had made of the world. And I would vow “In My Lifetime, things will be different.”

They were! They were much worse.  How profoundly arrogant and ignorant I was.
After 32 years, in 1982, I retired from the practice of Internal Medicine. I returned to my first love, the Arts. 

It came as a surprise to me when, around 1985, I created the first, (“Arbeitslager”), of what was to become, over the next five years, a series of intaglio prints devoted to The Holocaust. From time to time images would “seize” me and demand to be realized.  They were not abstract.  That artform seemed inappropriate for this subject.  The images had to be narrative and sufficiently realistic to have meaning and to communicate.  

From that time onwards the series became an obsession.  Complete pictures would come to me in the middle of the night and although I would resist doing the preliminary drawings and etching the plates,  I was, in the end, compelled to do so.  Most of the prints began this way and were executed in this manner.  

America was not directly involved in the Holocaust but it has lead the world in presenting the facts.  Some countries in Europe are still unable to confront their participation.  Two generations later, many young people are poorly informed about these events. By showing these prints to students in universities and community colleges,  provoking discussion and combating prejudices,  I have realized the greatest satisfaction that my labors could have given………and always there has been a sense of frustration because there really is no way to create art that can do justice to this incredible overwhelming tragedy.
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